
Chester County School District  

Middle School Summer Reading: #CCSDREADS2020 
A Great Place to Grow...Committed to Excellence for All Students  

Summer Reading Goal: 3 Books of Choice  

 

Book Project Choice Board (Choose 1 project for each book you read) 

Book Talk  
This will be a 3 minute oral presentation on a 

book can be done in person or virtually.  Be 

sure to speak loudly and clearly. Don’t give 

away the ending. 

Think about starting your book talk by asking a 

question:  

 What scares you the most?  

 What is a character you loved/hated?   

 What other books are similar? 

 What made you want to read it? 

Book talks should include:  

 Title and Author  

 Plot  

 Characters  

 Setting  

 Conflict  

 Reasons to read this book 

You can make notes to remember what you 

want to say. 

Brochure 
You will produce a tri-folded brochure. Add 

color, borders, or illustrations to make the 

brochure more attractive. 

Panel 1 (Front)- the title and author of the book 

and illustration 

Panel 2- characters in the story. Your favorite 

character, a picture of this character, and why 

you like this character the best. 

Panel 3- A picture and words to describe the 

setting (either from the story or your own 

words). 

Panel 4- Briefly describe the problem in the 

story. Pose the question, “What do you think 

will happen? List several possible solutions.  

Panel 5- Complete the sentence, Read this 

book only if you like….”List all the features of 

the book other readers will enjoy. 

Panel 6 (back)- Words or Phrases that are 

worth repeating.  List at least 5 words or 

phrases. 

Power Point 
In a PowerPoint, include a series of slides with 

the following information. Add color, borders, or 

illustrations to make the brochure more 

attractive 

1.Cover slide: title, author  

2. Setting (time + place=mood) 

3.  Tone (writer’s attitude toward his or her 

audience and subject.   

4. Characters and the state of the main 

character's conflict: state the traits that 

exemplify the main character. 

5.  Use a quote from the book to illustrate 

character, setting, or mood.   

6.  Theme of the book (Italicize the entire 

theme). 

7.  Plot summary 

8.  Insert a picture that depicts the story and its 

theme. 

 

Mobile:  
Create 3-dimensional representations that will 

hang from a clothes hanger or other device to 

summarize features of the book.  Paper clips 

and string can be used to create this.   

The mobile should include 10 strings with four 

objects hanging from each string.  At the top 

should be one of the following: 

 major characters, conflicts, settings, or 

symbols  

Include the following below each of the 10 main 

items: 

 A 1-2 sentence explanation 

 A direct quote with page number 

 An illustration or picture  

Diorama:  
Using a shoe or cereal box, create a visual 

representation of a critical scene in the story. 

The opening of the box should be in the front 

as you look at it so a scene can be created. 

Box design: 

Top- Write the title and author of the book 

One side- describe the scene (give specific 

page reference).  

Back- cite specific examples from the text to 

support the scene.  

Other side- provide a description of major 

characters and conflicts and resolutions.   

Inside- create a 3D representation of a scene 

using toy figurines, clay, paper creations, etc. 

Reading Journal or Diary 
Create a journal or diary from either the point of 

view of a main character in the story or from 

your point of view as the reader.   

The journal/diary should include the title and 

author of the book on the cover.  It should 

contain at least 8 entries that include the 

thoughts and feelings about the following: 

characters 

setting 

conflicts 

resolutions 

events 

changes in feelings, attitudes, or beliefs 

illustrations or sketches about the book 

Poster 
Your poster must be colorful, attractive, and 

have illustrations.  Project must have the 

following:  

__ Title  

__ Author  

__Publisher and Publication Date  

__ Main Characters - only those important to 

the story line  

__Setting - place and time of story  

__ Plot Summary - brief summary (not a 

retelling) of what the story is about and what 

takes place  

__Conflict - the problem in the story  

__ Solution or Resolution - how the problem is 

resolved  

__ Author’s Purpose - why the author wrote the 

story (to entertain, inform, and/or persuade)  

   __Tone or Mood - describes how the author 

wants the reader to feel while reading the story.  

ABC Booklet 
Create a booklet that contains 26 pages (one 

for each letter of the alphabet). 

The booklet can be in the form of a paper 

booklet, poster, or created electronically.  Cite 

specific examples from the text to support.  Add 

at least one page for each of the following: 

 major characters 

 plot 

 setting 

 conflicts 

 resolutions 

 vocabulary 

 figurative language 

 symbolism 

 text features 

 theme 

 point of view 

 

Cartoon Storyboard / Timeline:   
Your storyboard/Timeline can be created on 

paper, poster, or electronically.  It should 

include facts and illustrations. 

Cite specific examples from the text for support 

using at least 10 events chronologically that 

include the following: 

 major characters 

 plot 

 setting 

 conflicts 

 resolutions 

 vocabulary 

 figurative language 

 symbolism 

 text features 

 theme 

 point of view 



 

Purpose of Summer Reading Challenge:  

The purpose of the summer reading challenge is to encourage students to read books of their choice in order 

to increase reading stamina, grow vocabulary, and improve writing skills. 

Instructions: 

● Students choose books to read over the summer (books should be appropriate for each student’s reading level).  

● Students complete book projects and earn incentives (see book project choice board on previous page). 

● Students will turn in projects to their ELA teacher when school starts. 

Summer Reading Incentives Include: 

1- books/projects 

1 extra credit quiz grade -ELA 

popcorn / pizza / ice cream party 

2- books/projects 

1 extra credit quiz grades -ELA 

1 entry in drawing for book fair credit 

3- books/projects 

1 extra credit quiz grades ELA 

1 entry in drawing for a free yearbook 

 

Students are encouraged to share a picture of their summer reading book stacks with media specialist or literacy 

coach through e-mail or through social media using: #CCSDREADS2020. 

Project Rubric 

 
Recommended Books for Middle School Students:  

Visit the Chester County Library: https://www.chesterlibsc.org/ 

South Carolina Junior Book Award Nominees 20-21:https://www.scasl.net/assets/BookAwards/2020-2021/2020-

21%20JBA%20Brochure_FINAL.pdf 

South Carolina Junior Book Award Nominees 19-20: https://www.scasl.net/assets/BookAwards/2019-2020/2019-

20%20JBA%20Brochure_Updated%20March%202019.pdf 

South Carolina Junior Book Award Nominees 18-18: https://www.scasl.net/assets/BookAwards/2018-2019/2018-

19%20SCJBA%20Nominees%20Brochure%20(2).pdf 

Scholastic Summer Reading Lists: https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists-and-

recommendations/summer-reading-list-for-middle-school.html 

Reading Rockets Summer Reading List: https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/encouraging-

reading-writing/summer-reading-lists 

American Library Association Summer Reading List: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/compubs/booklists/summer/200428-alsc-2020-summer-reading-

booklist-4_6-8.pdf 

Goodreads Middle School Reading List: https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/middle-school 

Books A Million Summer Reading List: https://www.booksamillion.com/feature?cat=common-

core68&oxid=4467c&oxname=commoncore68&oxpage=educators&oxpos=navr1&oxdate=073013 
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